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ZATHAT A1 &1 FATH AT

A LIVING GOD

FEROM  immoemorial time the shores of

Japan have been swept, nbt irregular
intervals of conturies, by enormous tidal
waves,—tidal waves caused by earthquakes
or by eubmarine® voleanic aection. These
awiul sudden risings of the sea are called by the
Japanese tsunmmni, The Inst one occurred on the
evening of June 17, 1806, when a wave nearly
two hundred miles long struck the northeastern
provinees of Mivagl, Iwaté, and Aomori,
wrecking® scores of towns and villages, reéining
whole districts, and destroying nearly thirty
thousand human lives. The story of Hamaguchl
Gohei is the story of a like calamity which
happened long before the ora of BMeiji, on
another part of the Japanecse const,

He was an old man at the time of the
occurrence that made him famous. He was the
most influentinl resident of the village to which

1. ["sabmarien] fud—pnder, sorms—irg,
2. Devastaling.
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