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Notes on Sources of Data 
 

Natural Disaster Data  

All disaster data are based on EM-DAT: The Emergency Events Database - Université 

catholique de Louvain (UCL) - CRED, D. Guha-Sapir - www.emdat.be, Brussels, Belgium. 

Data set was obtained on 26 May 2021, unless otherwise stated. 

 

EM-DAT Criteria: 

For a disaster to be entered into the database, at least one of the following criteria must be 

fulfilled: 

 Ten (10) or more people reported killed 

 Hundred (100) or more people reported affected 

 Declaration of a state of emergency 

 Call for international assistance 

 

Data Book 2020 follows the EM-DAT definitions of “people killed” as persons confirmed as 

dead and persons missing and presumed dead; “people affected” as the sum of injured, 

homeless, and affected requiring immediate assistance during the period of emergency and 

requiring basic survival needs such as food, water, shelter, sanitation and immediate medical 

assistance. 

 

Disaster Terms: 

Drought includes an extended period of unusually low precipitation that produces a 

shortage of water for people, animals and plants. 

Earthquake includes ground shaking and tsunami. 

Epidemic includes bacterial and viral infectious diseases. 

Extreme Temperature includes heat wave, cold wave, and extreme winter conditions. 

Flood includes general flood, and flash flood. 

Insect Infection is pervasive influx and development of insects or parasites affecting 

humans, animals, crops and materials. 

Landslide includes avalanche, debris, and rockfall. 

Storm includes local storm, tropical cyclone, and winter storm. 

http://www.emdat.be
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Volcanic activity means volcanic eruption. 

Wildfire includes bush/brush fire, forest fire, and scrub/grassland fire. 

 

Classification of EM-DAT:  

EM-DAT distinguishes between two generic categories for disasters: natural and 

technological. The natural disaster category is divided into 5 sub -groups, which in turn 

cover 15 disaster types and more than 30 sub-types. The technological disaster category is 

divided into 3 sub-groups which in turn cover 15 disaster types, https://www.emdat.be/

classification  

 

COVID-19 Data 

All COVID-19 data used in the Data Book 2020 is based from the World Health Organization 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard, https://covid19.who.int/ accessed on 21September 

2021. 

 

Data from the WHO COVID-19 Dashboard are from the official reporting to WHO through 

regional offices and also from public websites, not official reported to WHO. Member States 

select the reporting system they prefer to use and data from different reporting systems. 

Individual countries, area and territories may decline to allow country-level disaggregation.  

 

Some ADRC member-countries have no record of COVID-19 data in the WHO COVID-19 

Dashboard.  

https://www.emdat.be/classification
https://www.emdat.be/classification
https://covid19.who.int/

