
Foreword

In 2018, Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) 

celebrated its 20th anniversary. To commemorate this milestone, 

the Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction (ACDR) 2018 was 

held on Awaji Island in Hyogo, Japan, from 30 October to 1 

November 2018. It brought together 118 participants, including 

representatives of 25 member countries and one advisory 

country, as well as other observers and partners, to take stock of 

ADRC’s achievements and strategize future programs and 

activities.  

In addition, ADRC and its member countries welcomed Turkey as a new member in 2018. 

Turkey is prone to various natural disasters, as are other Asian countries, such as earthquakes, 

floods, and landslides. In its recent history, a magnitude 7.4 earthquake struck Izmit, located in 

northwestern Turkey, and devastating the local community and the region’s economy. I believe 

that Turkey’s experiences in managing natural disasters will contribute further to creating a safer 

Asia with ADRC and its member countries. 

ADRC has been promoting activities in the field of information-sharing, human resource 

development, community capacity-building, and regional cooperation in the Asian region since 

its establishment and we will further contribute to these activities going forward. In 2019, we 

will continue to encourage and focus attention on efforts such as GLIDE, to support our work 

monitoring the Sendai Framework and the SDGs, the Visiting Researcher program, to improve 

disaster risk reduction (DRR) capacity, and public-private partnerships to improve cooperation 

in utilizing effective technologies and affordable solutions in addressing DRR issues. 

As natural disasters have no boundaries, I sincerely appreciate your active cooperation across 

boundaries and borders to advance our work on DRR now and into the future. 

March 2019 

Masanori Hamada, Chairman 

Asian Disaster Reduction Center
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3 -2 . Database on Disaster Risk  Reduction 

3 -2 -1. L atest Disaster I nformation 

Once a disaster occurs, many DRR organizations in and outside the affected country such as 
media, governments, international organizations, research institutions and civil societies start 
disseminating information about damage situations, relief and so on. U sually such information is 
issued separately and thus it has been difficult to collect necessary information from separate 
information sources at emergency.   

ADRC has been sharing and updating latest disaster information of its member countries and 
major disaster information of the world including overview of the disaster (occurrence time, area 
and outline) and damage situations, relevant links (reports, articles, map, relief, information from 
partners, imagery data and so on). 

 Such latest disaster information is posted on top page of the ADRC’s website, linking to 
further detailed information (Fig. 3-2-1).  

Fig. 3-2-1 Top P age of ADRC W ebsite 
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This section focuses on Tsunami disaster in Indonesia in December 2018 to show the structure 
of disaster information linking from ADRC’s top page to relevant information (Fig. 3-2-2 to 
3-2-4).    

A disaster that has occurred in Asia and the world is posted on the top page as the Latest 
Disaster Information and then linked to Details of Disaster Information. In upper part of the page, 
there are links to GLIDE number of the said disaster (EQ -2018-000156 -IDN), DRR &  Disaster 
Information of Indonesia, and Emergency Observation of Sentinel Asia. Then situation reports by 
relevant organizations are placed in the central part. Such information is updated accordingly 
with the original links, which would facilitate users’ information collection. 

Since FY 2007, the website has been linked to JAX A’s Disaster Management Support System, 
giving further value added information, namely satellite imageries of the affected areas. 

As of 25 February 2019, a total of 2,319 disasters have been registered in the database. 

Fig. 3-2-2 Details of Disaster Information 
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Fig. 3-2-3 The link to GLIDE 

Fig. 3-2-4 Emergency Observation by Sentinel Asia 
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3 -2 -2 . Asian Disaster Reduction Center N ew sletter:   
ADRC Hig hlig hts 

ADRC has been using Internet and e-mail to share information with its counterparts in the 
member countries, and other relevant parties. As one of its important tools for information 
dissemination, ADRC has been issuing the newsletter “ ADRC Highlights”  since 1 June 1999. It 
had been issued twice a month until FY  2007, and has been issued once a month since the renewal 
of its design in FY  2008.  

The newsletter is made available on the website. It is also e-mailed in English, Russian and 
Japanese to ADRC counterparts and former visiting researchers, former GLIDE visiting 
researchers, participants in the past ADRC annual meetings, visitors to ADRC, trainees in JICA' s 
training courses which ADRC were involved in, and participants in international conferences 
ADRC took part in to strengthen relations with. Also ADRC registers e-mail addresses of those 
who wish to subscribe the newsletter upon the receipt of request e-mail. The numbers of 
subscribers in English, Russian and Japanese, are 2,157, 203 and 899 respectively as of 25 
February 2018.  

The contents include articles on the latest ADRC activities, reports on international 
conferences, and other events which ADRC staff attended and gave presentations in, as well as 
national reports by ADRC visiting researchers from member countries. 

Fig. 3-2-5 ADRC Highlights 
(August 2018:  Japanese edition, English edition, Russian edition) 
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Table 3-2-1 Headlines from ADRC Highlights (FY 2018)

V ol .  M a i n  A rt i c l es  

301 
Greetings from new ADRC Executive Director, Mr. K oji Suzuki 
ADRC Staff P rofile -Mr. Seiji Otsuji, Researcher 
P ersonnel Change 

302 U NISDR Asia P artnership Forum 2018 

303 
P articipation in the Regional Training P rogram “ Monitoring Systems, Early 
Notification Systems, GIS Technology in the Field of Disaster Risk Reduction”  

304 
The 2nd Central Asia and South Caucasus (CASC) Sub-Regional P latform on 
Disaster Risk Reduction 

305 
2018 Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction  
Announcement - (Report from ADRC Internship) -Mr. K eigo Matsumura 

306  
ADRC Visiting Researcher Report - Ms. B orah Mridusmita (India)  
ADRC Visiting Researcher Report - Ms. Shaufa Aminath (Maldives)  
Announcement - (Report from ADRC Internship) -Mr. Masato Higuchi 

307 
ADRC Visiting Researcher Report - Ms. Azis Mazni (Malaysia) 
P articipation in International Conferences International Conferences 
AP EC 12th Senior Disaster Management Officials 

308 Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2018 

309 

P articipation in International Conferences - Sixth Joint P roject Team Meeting for 
Sentinel Asia STEP 3 (JP TM2018)  
P articipation in International Conferences - The 25th Asia-P acific Regional Space 
Agency Forum (AP RSAF)  
ADRC Short-term Visiting Report 

310 
Happy New Y ear 2019 -Masanori HAMADA, Chairman, ADRC  
ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Ei Shwe Sin W in (Myanmar)  
ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Lalita P anoottikorn (Thailand)

311 
ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Janice Montes P adagdag (P hilippines)  
P articipation in International Conferences - Human Resource Development and 
Space Data U tilization for Disaster

312 
" Comprehensive Disaster Risk Reduction A”  and “ Comprehensive Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management in the African Region”  
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