
Foreword

In 2018, Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) 

celebrated its 20th anniversary. To commemorate this milestone, 

the Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction (ACDR) 2018 was 

held on Awaji Island in Hyogo, Japan, from 30 October to 1 

November 2018. It brought together 118 participants, including 

representatives of 25 member countries and one advisory 

country, as well as other observers and partners, to take stock of 

ADRC’s achievements and strategize future programs and 

activities.  

In addition, ADRC and its member countries welcomed Turkey as a new member in 2018. 

Turkey is prone to various natural disasters, as are other Asian countries, such as earthquakes, 

floods, and landslides. In its recent history, a magnitude 7.4 earthquake struck Izmit, located in 

northwestern Turkey, and devastating the local community and the region’s economy. I believe 

that Turkey’s experiences in managing natural disasters will contribute further to creating a safer 

Asia with ADRC and its member countries. 

ADRC has been promoting activities in the field of information-sharing, human resource 

development, community capacity-building, and regional cooperation in the Asian region since 

its establishment and we will further contribute to these activities going forward. In 2019, we 

will continue to encourage and focus attention on efforts such as GLIDE, to support our work 

monitoring the Sendai Framework and the SDGs, the Visiting Researcher program, to improve 

disaster risk reduction (DRR) capacity, and public-private partnerships to improve cooperation 

in utilizing effective technologies and affordable solutions in addressing DRR issues. 

As natural disasters have no boundaries, I sincerely appreciate your active cooperation across 

boundaries and borders to advance our work on DRR now and into the future. 

March 2019 

Masanori Hamada, Chairman 

Asian Disaster Reduction Center
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1-3 . M ain Activ ities 

ADRC engages in the following basic activities:  
(1) Information Sharing 

P rovision of disaster information  
Sentinel Asia – A space-based disaster management support system in the Asia-P acific 
region 
P romotion of the GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier (GLIDE) system 
Organization of international meetings 

(2) Human Resource Development 
Organizing conference, workshops, and trainings on disaster risk reduction 
P rogram for inviting visiting researchers from member countries 

(3) B uilding Community Capabilities 
Development and dissemination of tools for encouraging community involvement 
Development of P ublic and P rivate P artnership and B usiness Continuity P lan (B CP ) for 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
Assistance with the activities to further strengthen all stakeholder coordination 
mechanisms  

Fig. 1-2-1 Member Countries 
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