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PS 041 Town-Watching for Disaster Reduction
= Community Based Hazard Mapping: an effective tool for raising public awareness -

Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)

BRIDGING THE RISK PERCEPTION GAP
- Our society is vulnerable to disasters due to, among other things, " risk perception gaps”
i.e. a disparity between the actual risk and that recognised by people,

= It is vital that we plug thrs gap in order to lessen the negative impact of disasters.

LIMITATIONS OF HAZARD MAPS

Risk Psrceptlon Gap - A "hazard map” provides graphic information:

on potential natural hazards
Actual Risk N (seismic mtensny. flood inundation depth, etc.), and
o - on gvacuation matters
Risk . Gap 5 (location of shelters, evacuation routes, etc.).
B v
L - Because of the risk perception gap, people tend to pay

scant gttention to hazard maps, or fail to properly
appreciate the information conveyed on such maps.

WHAT IS COMMUNITY BASED HAZARD MAPPING? Local
— "Community Based Hazard Mapping” focuses on the process of Residents
developing hazard maps, not just heir distribution.

— By working through the process, communities will gain enhanced

awareness of risks, thereby brideing the risk perception gap.

— CBHM has three key objectives:

1) To invelve focal residents in developing the hazard map

2) To reflect the opinions of local residents in government policies

3) To foster common understanding of risks among local residents,
government officials and experts

TOWN-WATCHING FOR DISASTER REDUCTION
- "Town-Watching for Disaster Reduction” is a practical feg! for efficiently implementing Community Based
Hazard Mapping in various local communities around the world,

Step 0:  Learn About Disasters Participants are given fegtures on disasters and divided into small
groups.

Step 1: Know Our Town|Field Survey  Each group walks around the streets looking to identify both positive
and negative features relating to disaster risk management activities,

Step2:  DevelopaMap Group members greate a community based hazard map manually
integrating their observations and findings on a large—scale base map.
Step 3: cﬂ“ﬁ&rﬁmﬂﬁgﬁ Each group discusses about: .
What are the potential problems?”,
“What are the possible countermeasures?”, and,
"Who should be responsible for implementing particular countermeasures?”
Then, each group presents the results of the group’s discussions to all
the participants.
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SUMMARY
The major merits of Town—Watching are that people are better able to:
1) Develop a concrete image of disaster reduction activities among all stakeholders including government
officials, experts, local residents, etc.
2) Autonomously identify problems in their own communities
3) Share opinions and reach a reasonable social consensus through face-to-face discussions

- GOOD PRACTICES -

Town-Watching is an adaptable tool. It can easily be applied to local conditions and needs. Here, we present
actual examples where ADRC has made a contribution.

Case 1: TOWN-WATCHING FOR EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMIS IN JAPAN

In Callaboration with the Fire and Disaster Management Agenay, Japan

Case 22 TOWN-WATCHING FOR FLOODS IN VIETNAM

In collaboration with OCHA, UNDP, Government of Vietnam, USAID

Case 3: TOWN-WATCHING FOR FLOODS IN REP. OF KOREA Case 4: TOWN-WATCHING FOR
hulubwul.iur\w'lthlth Typhoon Committee EARTHQUAKES IN TURKEY

In collaboration with the Government of Turkey and JICA

Case 5: TOWN-WATCHING AS A PART OF
JICA TRAINING COURSE FOR DISASTER
Case 6: TOWN-WATCHING FOR FLOODS IN INDONESIA

M A NAG EM E NT ] N K O B E In collaboration with BAKORNAS PBP, the Government of Indonesia and Bandung Institute of Technology
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