PREFACE

Asia faces great losses of precious lives and valuable property due to natural disasters every year.
Disasters have been increasing both in their severity and frequency due to climate change and
environmental degradation, ever increasing population and uncontrolled settlements and many other
underlying factors. As revealed by such devastating events as the Indian Ocean Tsunami of
December 2004, the impacts of natural disasters often go far beyond the capacity of a government to
handle them.

Recently, the role of NGOs has been growing in Asia and elsewhere to complement governmental
efforts in disaster preparedness, response and recovery. In view of the increasing significance of
NGOs in disaster risk reduction activities, the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC), in
cooperation with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), conducted a capacity
development project entitled "NGO Training for Disaster Risk Reduction in Asia" from 2007 to 2009.
This project was aimed at strengthening the capacities of the members of the Asian Disaster
Reduction and Response Network (ADRRN), an NGO network in Asia.

In the last year of this project, the participants decided to compile a booklet of practical information
entitled "Applications of DRR Tools: Sharing Asian Experiences” to share knowledge accumulated
through the project with a wider audience.

| congratulate the ADRRN members on their successful completion of the project. | sincerely hope
that this publication will be used widely among policymakers and practitioners, and will contribute to
creating safer communities all over the world.
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