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 ADRC Participated as Member of Advisory 
Panel for UN-ISDR Global Review 

 
The United Nations General Assembly created a successor body of 

IDNDR to carry on the work, International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR) which started its activities in 2000. The Strategy is 
built on the ten-year foundation of the IDNDR and calls on the array of 
partners around the world to join in the disaster reduction efforts. The 
UN-ISDR Secretariat with the financial contribution from the 
Government of Japan and the cooperation of ADRC will issue its first 
Global Review next spring.  

ADRC was asked to be one of the seven Advisory Panel members for 
the Global Review. The meeting was held on 4 and 5 October at 
UN-Geneva and the Panel agreed that the Review would highlight 
achievements and findings, will turn into an important tool for the ISDR 
partners and countries, willing to engage in disaster reduction; a "source 
of inspiration".  

ADRC will call on its member countries to actively join in the ISDR 
fora. 

 
 ADRC Visiting Researcher Report 
 A Field Trip to Iwate Prefecture, Japan 

 
The Tohoku region of Japan has 

maritime plains with a lot of coastal 
embayment where large fishing 
and aqua culture industries are 
established. Throughout history, 
Iwate Prefecture had its entire 
settlements struck and destroyed 
by unami.  ts 

A research is currently conducted 
by Mr. Arakida and Ms. Chinoi into 
the disaster countermeasures of the 
Prefecture and the findings of this 
research will enable all towns to 
have uniform tsunami 
countermeasures for managing 
tsunami. The research is focusing 
mainly on three major tsunami 

prone towns; Taro, Otsuchi and 
Yamada.   

I, an ADRC visiting researcher from Papua New Guinea, traveled 
with the team as an observer and was very impressed with the stories of 
the occurrences of tsunami in the different towns and the motivation the 
municipal governments had in preparing for future tsunami in their 
towns.   

I had the opportunity to see the tsunami countermeasures used by 
different towns. All facilities and tools such as a big tide wall and gate, 
used for tsunami prevention in these towns were very complex, of very 
hi h technology and required a lot of money to be constructed.  g 

I am happy to have been given this opportunity to see some tsunami 
countermeasures in Japan particularly Iwate Prefecture. However, the 
facilities in Iwate Prefecture may take years or even centuries to have 

them installed in Papua New Guinea, the least my country can do now 
is to continue to educate and create awareness among its people.   

I wish and hope that one-day Papua New Guinea can be equipped 
with such facilities and tools for tsunami prevention.  
（Philomena Miria, ADRC Visiting Researcher / Training Officer, National Disaster 

Management Office, Dept. of Provincial & Local Government Affairs, PNG） 
 
 ADRC Staff Profiles No. 7 
 Mr. Masaru Arakida, Senior Researcher 
 
I joined ADRC in May 

2000 and started a new 
life in Kobe, leaving my 
wife in Tokyo. I was born 
in Morioka-city, Tohoku 
district, Japan. I 
graduated from a 
university in Sendai, the 
northeast part of Japan, 
and worked for a 
consultancy company in 
Tokyo. As I grew up in a 
basin among mountains, 
I feel close to Kobe which 
is also located near 
mountains.  
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