The Second International Conference on Early Warning (EWC II)
16-18 October, Bonn, Germany

The Second International Conference on Early Warning (EWC II) was held in Bonn, Germany on October 16-18, 2003,
hosted by the Government of Germany under the auspices of the United Nations, supported by the Inter-Agency
Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR). The EWC II built upon regional consultations
and workshops which took place in various regions this year. Participants actively discussed how to reduce the negative
impacts of hazards through improving early warning systems, and defined clear targets and accepted their respective
responsibilities.

On the occasion of EWC II, a session entitled "Effective Early Warning - use of hazard maps as a tool for effective risk
communication among policy makers and communities" was organized by the Government of Japan on October 17 and
was chaired by ADRC. After the two keynote speeches by experts from the Cabinet Office and the Infrastructure
Development Institute of the Government of Japan, Mr. Satoru Nishikawa, Executive Director, ADRC, moderated a panel
discussion on the effectiveness of hazard mapping as a tool to raise awareness and to enhance early warning with the
panelists invited from Bangladesh, Korea, Philippines and Viet Nam. It was emphasized that hazard mapping is useful to
raise awareness of the community when it is conducted in cooperation with all the stakeholders and with the
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