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Background
Japan is a disaster-prone country 

Earthquake, Tsunami, 

Volcanic Eruption 

Flood, Typhoon, Landslide, etc.



Recent 

disasters in 

Japan 



Major Disasters



Significant Acts on Disaster Management 

1) Basic Act on Disaster Management (1961) 
2) Disaster Relief Act (1947) 
3) Act on Support for Reconstructing Livelihoods of the Affected (1998) 



Highlighted: 1) objectives/responsibilities

2) organization 

3) planning systems 

1. Basic Act on Disaster Management



e.g., Organization

Source: Cabinet Office Japan



e.g., Planning System

Source: Cabinet Office Japan



a. Act on Promotion of the Earthquake-proof Retrofit of Buildings (1995)



e.g., Reinforcement of Structures



e.g., Seismic Retrofitting in Sendai



b. Amendments of the Basic Act on Disaster Management (2011~2015)



e.g., Transmission of Lessons



e.g., Community Disaster Management Planning

Source: Cabinet Office Japan



e.g., Community 

Disaster Recovery 

Planning



2. Disaster Relief Act (1947)

e.g., Specifying the 

criteria for extending 

support 



e.g., Specifying 

the flow for 

administering the 

support 



3. Act on Support for Livelihood Recovery (1998)





e.g., Sources of 

funds for housing 

recovery 

following the 

Great East 

Japan 

Earthquake of 

2011



Disaster 
Risk 
Reduction 
Education



Disaster Reduction Drills 



River 
Widening



Flood 
Mitigation



Early warning 
and alert 
dissemination



Evacuation
Support



Push-Type 
Support



Build Back Better



Pre-Disaster Recovery Plan

Photo: East Nippon Expressway Company Limited

Source:Disater Mnagement in Japan, CAO
Insight: Obtain budgetary support by presenting the 

pre-disaster recovery plan while public interest is 

high. This enables swift funding response the 

national government in the event of a disaster.



White Paper on 
Disaster 
Management

https://www.bousai.go.jp/en/docume

ntation/white_paper/index.html

https://www.bousai.go.jp/en/documentation/white_paper/index.html


Main Reference

https://www.bousai.go.jp/1info/pdf/

saigaipamphlet_je.pdf

https://www.bousai.go.jp/1info/pdf/saigaipamphlet_je.pdf


Asian Disaster Reduction Center

Contact:

https://www.adrc.asia

https://www.facebook.com/ADRC.KOBE


