ADRC Visiting Researchers Program for the Regional (National)
Survey for Seismic Protection, Ministry Of Emergency Situations,
ARMENIA

how the learning and experiences of VR program members helped enhancing our capacities and contributing to
DRR activities
Sos Margaryan, Ph.D.
Acting Director,
Regional Survey For Seismic Protection,

Ministry Of Emergency Situations,

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA




« Kalinino
PO
Citdir
Golu

|dzhevane

. *Ku mayn «Kirovakan \

Carei -~ { (Leninakan) «Dilizhan 1 |
Deresi |, Mtk (v, =N [ P
| S .sevan Azerbaijan "’Iﬁ t Official
o |t ] e anguage
i e é’;‘m > gl : Capital
vean X !
Eehmadnne Yorovalt ] 9 2 s Nagzrhno- = N, p ..........
o Oktemberyan ( “Martuni (A0 4 [
i . "

L
Aras

Nakhlchovan \

;“ , ) Aq Ohay p
©1954 Magltn| Geog&phmm Santé Barbara. CcA (300) 929-MAP

Megri

G

[
%

Iran

< [ i Administrative
.s;e/;;,a;\ g and territorial
}/ unit
\UX? A National
= | currency
y | Territory

Neighbouring :
countries :

Average
elevation above :
sea level

Population

Average
temperature

General information
Republic of Armenia

Marz (11 Marzes in all including
Yerevan)

Dram (international currency
code - AMD)

north- Georgia
south- Iran
east- Azerbaijan
west- Turkey



THE DISASTERS IN ARMENIA

Losses from disaster in Armenia have the following structure
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« 25.000 people losses

* 250.000 injured

* 500.000 homeless



Here, with example of the 1988 Armenian earthquake, also known as the Spitak EQ, we
have the answer to the question why focus on capacity development!?

Because of its absence all so called input parameters for DRR and DRM were
neglected

absence of state management body in the field of seismic protection;
* - not proper assessment of seismic hazard;

* - absence of state program on seismic risk reduction

* - absence of united observation network;

* - low seismoresistance of buildings and structures;

* - not proper preparedness of population and state management bodies

- lack of experience or total absence of experience in the field of disaster management

Preparedness + Resources + Actions=close to 0




| may say that real capacity development in Armenia starts in 1991 when

NSSP established

Due to its structure NSSP became a bridge between research institutes and

administrative structures by joining scientist and decision makers.

The main goal of the Armenian NSSP is multidisciplinary Seismic Risk
Reduction including all the issues mentioned above.
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National Survey for Seismic Protection (NSSP) was
founded under the Government of the Republic of

Armenia on July 17, 1991.

Now Armenian RSSP is under the Ministry of Emergency
Situation.

-

::l!"d oﬂ;@
lllllﬂlﬂll‘“m Ill i

g i Ll,'_‘,‘: 'W’%’r

-4



LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Seismic Protection activities are regulated by a number of laws and
legislative acts and national programs of the Republic of Armenia:

Law of RA

The Law of the Republic of Armenia on Seismic Protection (2002)

Resolutions of
Government

The Complex Program of Seismic Risk Reduction in the RA Territory (1999)

The Complex Program of Seismic Risk Reduction in Yerevan city (1999)

The Resolution of the Government of RA on establishment of the list of critical
important and general facilities in the field of seismic protection (2003)

Regulation

“National Survey for Seismic Protection” Agency (2008)
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The basic goal of NSSP is
Seismic Risk Reduction in Armenia

Seismic Hazard and Risk Assessment

Vulnerability reduction in urban areas, including reinforcement and upgrading of
existing buildings, design of new codes and standards

Public awareness, people education and training

Early warning and notification

Partnership establishment, involving public and private organizations

Risk management, including Emergency Response and Rescue Operations
Insurance

State disaster Law and regulations




NSSP

Mational Survey for Seismic Protection

Regional Department
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Here, with example of the 1988 Armenian earthquake, also known as the Spitak EQ, we
have the answer to the question why focus on capacity development!?

Because of its absence all so called input parameters for DRR and DRM were
neglected

absence of state management body in the field of seismic protection;
* - not proper assessment of seismic hazard;

* - absence of state program on seismic risk reduction

* - absence of united observation network;

* - low seismoresistance of buildings and structures;

* - not proper preparedness of population and state management bodies

- lack of experience or total absence of experience in the field of disaster management

Preparedness + Resources + Actions=close to 0




WHY FOCUS ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT?

absence of state management body in the field of seismic protection; NSSP, MES
- not proper assessment of seismic hazard; hazard maps, building codes

- absence of state program on seismic risk reduction The Law of the Republic of Armenia on
Seismic Protection (2002)

- absence of united observation network; since 1991 established multiparameter network

- low seismoresistance of buildings and structures; PROBLEM REMAINS, but at least for new
constructions problem solved

- not proper preparedness of population and state management bodies the state training system

- lack of experience or total absence of experience in the field of disaster management ADRC,
JICA, JAXA

Preparedness + Resources + Actions=....... not close to 0




Since 2000 ADRC received 8 visiting researchers, second largest total number of

the VR's alumni in the past.

All of them were/are involved in contribution to developing capacity and share

of experience in own countries.

More...

REPORT

Activities undertaken under the Project “Reaching the
IMost Vulnerable-Orphans and Seniors Inclusive Seismic
Safety Capacity Building for the Cities of Spitak 1988
Devastating Earthquake-Stricken Area in Armenia”
funding by the Cabinet Office of Japan with technical
assistance of the Asian Disaster Reduction Center
(ADRC)

“Yerevan - Gyumri
2014-2015

REPORT

on activities in the frame of the ADRC-Armenia Cooperative
Project: Reaching the Most Vulnerable-Orphans and

Seniors Inclusive Earthquake Safety in the Capital City
of Yerevan and District of Ararat, Armenia

YEREVAN 2014




Armenia collaborating with ADRC (since 2000) and JICA (since 1999) in the frame of
various projects and programs implements the research, education and training for

the DRR specialists who acquired and shared valuable Japanese experience.

Ministry of Science and Education together with the Ministry of Emergency
Situations in the frame disaster risk reduction program will submit to National

Assembly proposals and additions for the Law “On Public Education” aiming at

inclusion disaster risk reduction elements in the school curricula.




In base of this collaboration the Government of RA approved the
methodology for assessing the economic development potential in the
regions, and the 2015-2030 program of improved seismic safety in the state

secondary schools of the RA.

Hyogo Framework
for Action 2005-2015:

Building the Resilience of Nations
and Communities to Disasters

Exirat from che final repors of the
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Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction
2015 - 2030
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