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General Information

Geography

*Sri Lanka is an Island

O eLocation

Indian ocean, Indian sub
continent

Latitudes 59.55’-99.55 N

Longitudes 79°.42°-81°.52’ E
eland area: 65,610 km?

s § *Maximum Length : 445 km

- N eMaximum Breadth : 225 km




Elevation

Rivers Important Places




Climate

*Due to the location of Sri Lanka, the climate could be
characterized as tropical.

Sri Lanka lies on Inter Tropical Convergent Zone (ITCZ).

*The topographical features strongly affect the spatial
patterns of winds, seasonal rainfall, temperature, relative
humidity and other climatic elements, particularly during
the monsoon season.

eRainfall in Sri Lanka has multiple origins.  Monsoonal,
Convectional and expressional

*The mean annual rainfall varies from 900mm to
5000mm.

ITCZ Mean Annual Rainfall(mm)




*The mean annual temperature varies from16°c to27°c.

*Climate experienced during 12 months period in Sri
Lanka can be characterized in to 4 climate seasons

=First Inter-monsoon Season — March-April
sSouthwest monsoon season — May-September
sSecond Inter-monsoon season — October-November
=Northeast Monsoon season - December — February

*Three Agro ecological zones based on climatic
conditions.

*\Wet zone
eInter mediate zone
*Dry zone

Seasonal Rainfall

IMI (Mar-Apr) SWM (May-Sep) M2 {Oct-Nov) NEM (Dec-Feb)




Population
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2001

2010
(Estimated)

Languages:-

®Sinhala (official and national language)

74%

18,797,257

20,653,000

9,359,148

10,249,000

®Tamil (national language) 18%

@®other 8%

®English (a link language commonly) is
in government and spoken

used

competently by about 10% of the

population

9,438,109

10,404,000

Religions:-
®Buddhist 70%
®Muslim 7.5%
®Hindu 15%

@ Christian 7.5%

Ethnic groups:-
®73.8% Sinhalese
®13.9% Tamil
®7.2% Moors
04.6% Indian Tamil
®5% Others.




History of Sri Lanka

*History of Sri Lanka begins around 30,000 years ago when the island was first
inhabited

e Chronicles, including the Mahawansa, the Dipavansa, the Chulavansa and the
Rajaveliya, record events from the beginnings of the Sinhalese monarchy in the 6th
century BC

*Buddhism was introduced in the 3" century BC by Arhath Mahinda (son of the
Indian emperor Ashoka the Great)

*European Colonialists arrived in the 16% century and disestablishment of the
monarchy in 1815.

*Portuguese arrived in 1505 and ruled a part of the country’s coastal Area.
eDutch rule lasted from 1656 to 1796 and ruled a part of the country.
*British ruled from 1796 to 1948

*By a peaceful process and constitutional evolution, Sri Lanka won back her
independence in 1948 and is now a sovereign republic.

*The Sri Lankan Civil War began in 1983, ending in 2009.

World Heritage Sites of Sri Lanka
Eight sites of Sri Lanka have been inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage

The ancient city of Polonnaruwa (1982)

([

1

2. The ancient city of Sigiriya (1982)

3. The Golden Temple of Dambulla (1991)

4. The old town of Galle and its fortifications (1988)
5

6

7

8

The sacred city of Anuradhapura (1982)
The sacred city of Kandy (1988)

The Sinharaja Forest Reserve (1988)

The Central Highlands of Sri Lanka (2010).




National Symbols
Y

National Emblem National Flag
National Flower National Bird National Tree
“Nil Mahanel” “Wali kukula” “Na”
Blue water lily Jungle fowl Iron wood

Government System

®Name of the State:- Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka

®Head of the state :- Executive President
®Parliament : -225 members

®Cabinet

®Provincial councils :- Nine PC

®Local authorities :- 335

@®President :- His excellence the President Mahida Rajapaksha
®Prime Minister :- Hon. D.M.Jayarathne

®Minister for Disaster Management : - Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera
®Deputy Minister for Disaster Management : - Hon.Duleep Wijesekara
®Secretary for the Ministry of Disaster Management :- Mrs. S.M. Mohomad
®Director General for Disaster Management Centre :- Major Gen. Gamini
Hettiarachchi




Nine Provincial Councils
and 335 Local Bodies

Administration

Twenty five Districts
and 327 Divisional Secretariats

Economy

eCurrency :- Sri Lankan rupee (LKR)
*GDP :- 56 USD billion, (2010)

ePer Capita Income :- USD 2399 (2010)
eUnemployment :- 4.9 % (2010)
eLiteracy Rate :- 97 % (2010)




Natural Hazards

eTsunami eLandslides
*Droughts eLightning
*Floods eCoastal Erosions

*Wild Elephant Attacks eEpidemics
*Cyclones *Fire

Tornados eDam Failures
*High Winds




Disaster Impacts by all hazards from 1974 to 2007

| Lighting 394 | 437 | 115 134 | 5 66 NA NA NA
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Pollution 1 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Loss of Human Lives due to disasters:
1974-2007




Damaged & Destroyed Impacts on Paddy & other
Houses : 1974-2007 Crops: 1974-2007
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People Affected due to
Disasters : 1974 — 2007

No of Affected
people

Rathnapura 3,329,806
Batticaloa 2,036,295
Monaragala 1,638,509
Puttlam 1,625,443
Kurunegala 1,410,425
Ampara 1,072,272

Anuradapura 1,041,128




Loss of Human Lives due to
Disasters: 1974-2007

Mulative 26,346
Ampara 4,321
Batticaloa 3,820
Hambantota 2,638
Galle 1,639
Matara 1,518
Trincomalee 994
Ratnapura 484

Destroyed Houses due to
Disasters : 1974 - 2007

Dbia oot toues

Trincomalee 106,672
Ampara 23,378
Batticaloa 22,516
Anuradapura 12,788
kalutara 8,606
Matara 8,317

Galle 7,104




Paddy & other Crops
Damage due to Disasters :

1974 - 2007
o oofDamag i)
Kurunegala 141,400
Matale 123,092
Polonnaruwa 71,220
Matara 57,119
Kalutara 57,052
Monaragala 41,760
Badulla 41,374
Ampara 23,698

Floods (1974 - 2007) Animal Attacks (1974 — 2007)




Floods

Wild Elephant Attacks




Droughts (1974 — 007)

Landslides (1974 — 2007)




General Trend: Number of Reports (All hazard types, 1974-2007)
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General Trend: Number of Data Cards (Epidemics, 1974-2007)




General Trend: Number of Data Cards Reported (Animal Attacks, 1974-2007)

General Trend: Number of Data Cards (Floods 1974-2007)




General Trend: Number of Data Cards (Landslides, 1974-2007)

General Trend: Number of Reports (Cyclone, 1974-2007)




Tsunami 2004.,12.26

Southern, Western, Eastern and
Northern coastal belt is prone to
Tsunami

The unprecedented havoc caused
by Tsunami had devastated two
thirds of the coastal belt of Sri
Lanka.

More than 35,000 lives were lost
and 100,000 houses were
completely damaged in thirteen
districts along the coastal belt.
Approximately 5,000 people were
missing.
















Disaster Management System in
Sri Lanka

Evolution of Ministries/Departments for DM

Before 1977 -Dept. of Social Services

1977 -1988 -Ministry of Social Services/Department of social Services
1989 -1994  -Ministry of Rehabilitation, Reconstruction and Social Welfare
1994 - 1995 -Ministry of Health & Social Services

1995 -Ministry of Social Services
1996 -National Disaster Management Centre (NDMC)/ Dept. of Social|
Services

Since 1996, while NDMC has been doing in Disaster management activities
consisting Preparedness Mitigation, Response and Recovery measures , the Dept.
of Social services was providing relief assistance to the disaster victims

Meanwhile, Ministry of Rehabilitation and Reconstruction and several other,
organizations have been assisting displaced persons due to civil conflict
May 131 2005 —-The National Disaster Management Act, No. 13 was passed

Dec 2005 — Under gazette No. 1422/22, dated on 08 Dec. 2005 two ministries were
established as

» Ministry of Disaster Management & Human Rights

» Ministry of Disaster Relief Services

2010 Ministry of Disaster Management was established




Requirement for Disaster Management Legislation
eFloods and Landslides in 2003

e 37,221 Families affected

e 756,027 persons affected

369 persons died

¢ 37227 houses damaged

e Government allocated Rs. 1740.15 mn for relief and rehabilitation
assistance

eTotal estimated economic loss were Rs. 7000 million
eTsunamiin 2004

¢ 260,967 families affected

e 1.3mn people affected

« 35,000 people died

» 5000 people missing

«108,467 houses damaged

oTotal estimated economic loss were USS 3.6 billon

oIln the last 10 years period before 2005, it was reported 35 major disasters and
the total economic loss were USS 6.16 billion

Current Disaster Management System in Sri Lanka

Legal frame work for DM —
Sri Lanka disaster Management act,No.13 of 2005

. The National Council for Disaster
Management (NCDM) was established by
the act

e  The Disaster Management Centre (DMC)
was established under the National
Council for Disaster Management
(NCDM) as the lead agency on disaster
risk management in the country in
implementing the directives of NCDM

. In December 2005, the Ministry for
Disaster Management was established.

. On January 2006, Ministry of Disaster
Management & Human Rights (with
human right portfolio) established.




National Council For Disaster Management (NCDM)
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Organization Structure of Disaster Management Centre

l

é National
Vational Level | DISASTER MANAGEMENT CENTRE |----- [ Consultants
(Director General)
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Disaster Risk Management Mechanism at Intermediate and Local Level
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Sub Committees :-Early Warning, Health, Search & Rescue,
Security and Coordinating. Village Task Force

Military & Police

Private Sector

NGOs/ Civil
Societies

Business
Communities




Functions of the DMC as per the DM Act

Preparation & implementation of National Disaster
Management Plan for the country

Preparation & implementation of National Emergency
Operation Plan for the country

Assisting various Ministries, Government Departments, or
Public Corporations in preparing their disaster
management plans

Implementing programs and plans for disaster
preparedness, mitigation, prevention, relief, rehabilitation,
and reconstruction activities and coordinating of such
organizations

Issuing instructions and guidelines to appropriate
organizations, non-governmental organizations, district
secretaries and divisional secretaries on activities related
to disaster management

Promote research & development programs

Disaster Management Centre (DMC)
Vision:

Disaster Risk Management for safer
communities and sustainable development
in Sri Lanka.

The Broad Mission:

To create a culture of safety among
communities and the nation at large
through systematic management of natural,
technological and man-made disaster risks.




Main Activities of DMC

Disaster Management Centre works to enforce, coordinate and
monitor the activities related to

1. Disaster Management Technology, Long-term Mitigation & DRR

. Hazard Mapping and Risk Assessment

. Information and Data Collection

. Research and Analysis

. Building Technology

. DMC Website

. Long term Disaster Risk Reduction

. Specific risk reduction projects to reduce specific identified risks that can
cause future disasters

. DRR integration in Development

. Long-term action planning

2. Early Warning

* Have systems in place for receiving forecasting and early warning
* Forecasting of impending disasters
e Early warning and Dissemination

Continue
3. Emergency Operations in case of a disaster

e Establishment of National Emergency Operation Centre

e Establishment of Emergency Operation Rooms at provincial, district and
divisional levels

e Carrying out Emergency Operations, coordinating with armed forces, police
and other related agencies at national and all sub levels

4. Preparedness Planning (National and other levels)

* Preparation of National Disaster Management Plan and Emergency
Operation Plans

* Facilitating, issuing guidelines, coordinating, directin% and monitoring of
preparation of disaster preparedness and response plans at provincial,
district, local authority, divisional and village levels

* Preparedness for timely and effective resB_o_nse_, equitable relief
distribution, speedy recovery, timely rehabilitation and reconstruction at
national level and all sub levels

5. Training, Education & Public Awareness

* Training — Disaster risk reduction related training at all levels

e Education — integration of disaster risk reduction in school curricula and in
university curricula as appropriate

e Social Marketing (Public Awareness) — Programmes for officials at all levels,
school children and community level




Erection of warning signs

Early Warnings




Progress for Implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action(HFA)

eNational progress report on the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for
Action (2009-2011) has been prepared by Sri Lanka

«The NDMC meets regularly and discusses programmes implemented by
members and policy requirements to make implementation more effective.

eNearly 40 per cent of the activities identified in the Road Map have commenced.

oThe Disaster Management Act is being modified to give more authority to the
DMC in terms of coordination of disaster management activities. The draft Act
has been forwarded to the Attorney General’s Department.

eDisaster management concepts were included in the Local Governance Policy,
which has been approved by the Government. The DMC has already provided
disaster concerns to be incorporated into the Act based on the LG policy.

«Building application used by Local Authorities for approval of land subdivision
plans and building plans are being modified with the concurrence of the UDA to
included DRR concepts. The draft format has been submitted to the UDA for
their consideration.

ADRC Counterpart

Director General

Major Gen.Gamini Hettiarachchi(Retd)
Disaster Management Centre

2nd Floor,

No.498, R.A.de Mel Mawatha,
Colombo-3

Telephone ( General ) : +94-112-136136

Fax ( EOC) : + 94-112-670079

Fax ( General) : + 94-112-670025

E-mail : info@dmc.gov.lk , dgdmc@sltnet.lk

Website : www.dmc.gov.lk




«UNDP
o«ADRC
oJICA
oADPC
«UNHCR
«OCHA
eNGOs
oINGOs

Supporting Agencies




