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Mr. Yukimoto Ito 

Sendai City 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Yukimoto lto became the vice mayor of the City of Sendai in April 2010. 
During the preceding two years, he has been a general manager, Tohoku 
Branch, Development Bank of Japan. He has over 30 years business 
experiences at the Development Bank of Japan. He has served In a variety of 
posts, including general manager of Business Restructuring Department and 
general manager of Information & Telecommunications department. 

 

The Great East Japan Earthquake that occurred on March 11, 2011 caused 
unprecedented damage to the Tohoku region including Sendai City, due to 
the unexpected scale of the earthquake and tsunami. It was the most 
complex and extensive damage that we had ever seen. However, we 
learned many lessons from this disaster, and in particular felt that the 
power of our citizens in community organizations, NPOs, and businesses 
was key in overcoming many difficulties in daily life after the disaster.  
Sendai City had worked to increase its disaster prevention capacity in 
collaboration with various sectors such as local communities, private 
companies and universities even before the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
At the time of the disaster, they engaged in initial response and first aid. 
Additionally, we were reminded of the importance of creating face-to-face 
relationships with the community, public interest groups, and businesses 
from before a disaster, and improving the disaster-prevention ability of the 
community through cooperation.  Now, Sendai City is further developing 
public-private cooperation in disaster risk reduction based on the lessons 
we have learned. 

 

 

Mr. Tadao Hasue and  

Ms. Kumi Onuma 

DBJ 

 

Mr. Tadao Hasue became Senior Vice President of Tohoku Revival 
Reinforcement Office in 2011 and Deputy General Manager In 2013. He has 
engaged in recovery and revitalization support activities of the Tohoku 
Region including coauthoring the proposal "Directions in Region-wide 
Recovery in Tohoku from the Great East Japan Earthquake (DBJ, 2013) , 
which paved the way for establishment of Tohoku Alliance, a platform for 
collaboration of diverse entities in March 2014.  

Ms. Kumi Onuma has been committed to various recovery support activities 
in Tohoku Revival Reinforcement Office since 2012. She planned and co-
wrote the proposal “Directions in Region-wide Recovery in Tohoku from the 
Great East Japan Earthquake” (DBJ, 2013). She is now concentrating on the 
activities as a main person to disseminate information in and outside Japan 
while promoting realization of the proposal through Tohoku Alliance, 
established in March 2014. 
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Mr. Takahiro Ono 

MCIC / ADRC 

 

Mr. Ono is Manager of Risk Consulting Office at Mitsubishi Corporation 
Insurance Co and Visiting Researcher at the Asian Disaster Reduction Center 
based in Kobe, Japan from July 2012. He is an expert on the ISO/TC233 
committee on BCM and Supply chain continuity management 
standardization. 

 

In the Great East Japan Earthquake, many local governments were hit by 
tsunami and consequently their disaster response activities were 
suspended and slowed down the recovery processes of the communities. 
Considering the interconnectedness and interdependence of different 
actors and social functions in the region, the need for improving the 
resilience of both the private sector enterprises and local governments, as 
well as their collaboration, were highlighted. 

In light of the past disasters, it is necessary for all actors in the community 
to recognize their respective positions, roles and responsibilities and move 
into action to develop disaster resilience in civil society. 
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Mr. Kiyo
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