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 Publication of Tsunami awareness booklets 

in 8 countries in Asia 
 

Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC), in 
cooperation with ADRRN (Asian Disaster Reduction 
and Response Network)*, has recently developed some 
Tsunami awareness booklets in 9 languages destined 
to 8 countries in Asia, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore and Sri 
Lanka. 

Inside these booklets, an old Japanese Tsunami 
educational story called "Inamura-no-hi" is introduced 
with some adaptations to the countries’ contexts, as 
well as some Tsunami evacuation information. The 
"Inamura-no-hi" story was created for elementary 
school children to learn from a concrete event, the 
gigantic Tsunami that 
occurred on December 24, 
1854 in Japan. It tells us the 
importance of understanding 
and remembering the lessons 
of disasters and the need for 
quick judgment and action in 
case of a disaster. 

The involved members 
of ADRRN will distribute the booklets through their 
programs for Tsunami response, recovery, or disaster 
reduction at the community level, in cooperation with 
ADRC. We hope the materials will help reduce the 
negative impact of any future Tsunami disaster in the 
countries and communities of the region. 

You can download the pdf-formatted booklets 
from the following website:  
http://www.adrc.or.jp/publications/inamura/list.html  
For more information, please contact Ms. Kodama 
(kodama@adrc.or.jp). 

*ADRRN: a network, whose aim is to promoting 
coordination and collaboration among NGOs in Asian 
countries involved in disaster reduction & response, 
established in 2002 with support of UN/OCHA Kobe 
and ADRC. 
 

 ADRC Visiting Researcher’s Report 
 Ms. Diloro Mirova from Republic of Tajikistan. 

 
Since July 2005, I have joined ADRC as a 

Visiting Researcher. Starting from November 2002, I 
have been working with the Ministry of Emergency 
Situations and Civil Defense (MESCD) of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, as Chief Specialist, Minister's Office. 

My main responsibility was to collect and 
analyze information about disaster management in 
Tajikistan. The main purpose of my research in ADRC 
is to gain knowledge in the field of early warning 
systems for emergency situations, including 
community based early warning systems, innovative 

new ways and techniques on prevention, mitigation, 
response and liquidation of negative consequences of 
natural disasters. Asian Disaster Reduction Center, 
based in Kobe, Japan, is an ideal place to learn about 
disaster reduction. 

The Ministry of 
Emergency Situations and 
Civil Defense of Tajikistan 
(MoES) is the state 
organization specially 
authorized by the Government 
of Tajikistan to deal with 
disaster management issues, such as prevention, 
mitigation and response to natural and technological 
disasters. It is mandated to draft and propose state 
policies covering the field of disaster management.  

Tajikistan is a mountainous country prone to 
different kinds of disasters, especially those triggered 
by floods, drought, landslides and earthquakes. Half of 
the total recorded disasters in Central Asia during the 
period of 1992-2002 occurred in Tajikistan. Disasters 
triggered by natural hazards threaten people's lives 
and livelihood. The recent floods of July 2005, for 
example, caused direct economic loss of more than 
USD 10 million, and during the floods of July 2004 
about 60% of the total population of the capital city 
Dushanbe was left without access to drinking water.  

To ensure effective coordination of response, 
back in 2001 the REACT Team (Rapid Emergency 
Assessment and Coordination Team) was set up 
jointly by MoES and UN OCHA. This interagency 
disaster management coordination body brings all 
antinational agencies and relevant national 
institutions together. The overall objective is to 
support the Government of Tajikistan, namely the 
Ministry of Emergency Situation and Civil Defense, in 
disaster response, to assist in identifying urgent needs 
for disaster relief assistance and to facilitate timely 
and adequate response. The forum was expanded 
considerably in 2003 and serves as general 
interagency disaster management platform.  

Under the framework of ADRC's joint 
cooperative programme developed to strengthen the 
capacity of its member countries in disaster risk 
reduction, the Ministry of Emergency Situations and 
Civil Defense, of the Republic of Tajikistan, in August 
2004 organized a workshop titled "National Workshop 
on Disaster Risk Management". 

After my return back home, I will join the newly 
established Information Management and Analytical 
Center of our ministry, and will utilize all the skills 
and knowledge I acquired in Japan. I am thankful to 
ADRC as well as to the Government of Japan for 
providing me such an opportunity to visit Japan and 
learn from the vast experience of Japanese 
Government and Institutions and from other ADRC 
member state countries. 

If you have comments or requests 
for this Newsletter, please write to 
ADRC at the address on the right. 
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