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FFiillee::    WWeewwaakk  33//22000022  
AA//OO::    PP..MMiirriiaa    
DDaattee::    2233rd  SSeepptt  22000022.. rd  

  
WWEEWWAAKK  EEAARRTTHHQQUUAAKKEE  SSIITTUUAATTIIOONN  RREEPPOORRTT..  

PPAAPPUUAA  NNEEWW  GGUUIINNEEAA  
  
11..  PPUURRPPOOSSEE  
  
TThhiiss  ssiittuuaattiioonn  rreeppoorrtt  ssuummmmaarriisseess  tthhee  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee  wwhhiicchh  ooccccuurrrreedd  iinn  EEaasstt  SSeeppiikk  PPrroovviinnccee  
ooff  PPaappuuaa  NNeeww  GGuuiinneeaa..  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee  wwaass  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  PPrrooffeessssoorr  HHuugghh  
DDaavviieess  aanndd  tthhee  PPrroovviinncciiaall  DDiissaasstteerr  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  
  
22..  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  
  
OOnn  MMoonnddaayy  99th  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22000022  aann  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee  ooff  mmoommeenntt  mmaaggnniittuuddee  ((MMWW))  77..44,,  RRiittcchheerr  
mmaaggnniittuuddee  ((MMRR..))  77..77,,  ooccccuurrrreedd  aatt  44..4455  aamm  llooccaall  ttiimmee  aatt  aann  eeppiicceennttrree  aabboouutt  7700kkmm  wweesstt--
nnoorrtthh--wweesstt    ooff  WWeewwaakk,,  aatt  oorr  nneeaarr  33°°SS  114433°°EE..  TThhee  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee  wwaass  aatt  rreellaattiivveellyy  sshhaallllooww  
ddeepptthh  ((3300kkmm  ddeepptthh  rreeppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  PPoorrtt  MMoorreessbbyy  GGeeoopphhyyssiiccaall  OObbsseerrvvaattoorryy))  aanndd  wwaass  
ssttrroonnggllyy  ffeelltt  iinn  tthhee  WWeewwaakk  aarreeaa..  TThhee  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee  wwaass  ooff  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannttllyy  ggrreeaatteerr  mmaaggnniittuuddee  
tthhaann  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  ccaauusseedd  aa  ddeevvaassttaattiinngg  ttssuunnaammii  aatt  AAiittaappee  iinn  11999988..  AA  ssmmaallll  ttssuunnaammii  wwaass  
ggeenneerraatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee.. 

th

 
  
33..  DDAAMMAAGGEESS  AANNDD  LLOOSSSSEESS 
 
According to the disaster damage report from the Provincial Disaster Office, the total 
population of the affected area was approximately 4788 and about 4 365 people suffered 
damage to their properties.  
 
The damages and losses reported were as follows:  

• Casualties - 5 deaths 
• Admission to hospitals - 300 (approx) 
• Houses - 1189 
• Water tanks - 480 
• Schools - 250 
• Churches - 3 
• Health Centres - 7 



• Several roads and bridges reported to have cracks or depressions 
• Major cracks on the east and west of the taxiway 
• Major disruption to the water supply for Wewak township and as well as the 

electricity. 
 
4. RESPONSE 
 
Response from the National Government as well as the Provincial Government has been 
overwhelming.  Donor Agencies and NGO's both nationally and internationally also 
came to the aid of the people affected by the earthquake. 
  
5.  IMMEDIATE NEEDS. 
 
Based on the findings of the site visitation, at least some people in most villages were  
temporarily without shelter, or had their houses that needed repairing. In many villages 
water supplies were also disrupted. The people needed assistance with temporary cover 
(tent flies), building materials, water containers and restoration of water supply 
reticulation systems, tanks and wells. 
 
As per the assessment of the Provincial Disaster Committee (PDC), the total number of 
tents required by the province for all affected families was 873. This was estimated 
according to the total number of houses destroyed. 
 
Considering the water supply, the total water volume estimated to be required by the 
affected population was 87,300 litres. 
 
The breakdown of water supply required is as follows: 
 

1. Per person (WHO Standard). 
20 litres per person x 4365/day x 30 days: 2,619, 000 litres 

      
2. Per household (local standard) 

20 litres per house x 873 houses/day x 30 days: 523,800 litres. 
 
The PDC also recommended that at least 2,000-gallon tanks would be an appropriate 
option, which should be in stalled in the central locations of the affected areas for the 
communities to use. 
 
7. CONCLUSION. 
 
Based on the inspection carried out on 9-11 September, the indications are that, in the 
aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami, no new risks or hazards are threatening the 
population.  
 



The number of damages and losses may increase as reports on damages are still coming 
in from the outer islands and remote areas of the mainland. And people who voluntarily 
evacuated from the coast and islands are returning and rebuilding their lives once again.  
 
Forwarded for your information. 
 
 
  
  
HHEENNRRYY  JJ..  MMOOKKOONNOO  
DDiirreeccttoorr  GGeenneerraall  
  


