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Education and training for Disaster Risk Reduction

•UNDAC

•INSARAG

•CADRI
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UNDAC – United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination

Assists Governments and the UN with on-site coordination 
during the first phase of an emergency

As of January 2007 more than 150 missions to over 80 
countries

More than 150 experienced emergency managers from 
more than 60 countries and organizations

Preparedness missions in order to assess capacities and 
make recommendations for improved effectiveness of 
response systems
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INSARAG – International Search and 
Rescue Advisory Group

A global network of more than 80 countries and 
organizations focussing on urban search and rescue

Aims to establish standards and classification for 
international USAR teams as well as methodology for 
international response coordination

As the INSARAG secretariat OCHA organizes regional 
group meetings and exercises to assist in capacity building 
for regional response preparedness
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CADRI – Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative 
A joint programme for UNDP/BCPR, the ISDR secretariat and OCHA to 
reflect the broader dimensions of Disaster Risk Reduction, including 
advocacy, policy development, governance, preparedness and recovery

Areas of support include:

•Tools and materials

•Institutional strengthening

•Advisory Services

•Information and access to resources 

•Exchange, Partnerships and Network Development

•Promotion of Disaster Risk Reduction in higher education 

•Methodologies for capacity development in DRR planning
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Advisory Services

CADRI will provide or facilitate the provision of: 

1. Country level, capacity development planning for national strategies and programmes.

2. Measures for monitoring, evaluating and reporting capacity development progress.

3. Processes for national consensus building for disaster risk reduction priority setting.

4. Regional and country level curriculum development planning in higher education/tertiary education for 
disaster risk reduction.

5. A Leadership Development Programme for UN Resident Coordinators related to their disaster risk 
reduction roles

Materials, Tools, Methodologies 

CADRI will identify, collate, adapt and develop materials and tools 
to:

1. Address the HFA, priority one- Making disaster risk reduction a 
priority, and priority five –Strengthening disaster preparedness for 
effective response, through elaboration of guides, such as Words Into 
Action.

2. Measure and report on progress of capacity development. 

3. Establish an electronic resource library on capacity development.

4. Develop Disaster Reduction Curriculum/Subject Material and 
Reference Compendium. 

5. Train facilitators for capacity development planning advisory
services. 

Network Development

CADRI will facilitate the formation of:

1. A network for knowledge sharing and capacity strengthening 
of learning and training practitioners and organizations. 

2. A network of academic and higher   education institutions 
engaged in disaster risk reduction.

3. A cadre of facilitators to provide country level advisory 
services for capacity development planning, monitoring and 
reporting progress.                

4. A cadre of regional disaster risk reduction curriculum advisors 
for Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

5. A list serv, working group, June 2007, for further involvement 
with CADRI.
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For further information on CADRI

Joanne Burke, Coordinator,
Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative (CADRI)
International Environment House II,
7-9 Chemin de Balexert
1219 Chatelaine, 
Geneva,  Switzerland
Phone: (41 22) 917-8918
e-mail: burkej@un.org


